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Alexandra Peacock of Will iamstown, center, a senior at Mount Greylock Regional High 
School, poses with students in Zambia, where she worked last summer as an AIDS youth 
educator. Submitted photo 
 
Tuesday, February 27 
WILLIAMSTOWN — A Mount Greylock Regional High School senior believes 
Berkshire County youth should be more informed about AIDS, even if some of 
her teachers are little squeamish about her direct approach. 
Alexandra Peacock, of Williamstown, said Friday she is compiling a series of 
three, short presentations documenting her summer experiences as an AIDS 
(acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) youth educator in the Dominican 
Republic and Zambia. The presentations are part of her senior project, which is 
a graduation requirement. 
"I went to one adviser and I said I wanted to raise AIDS awareness among local 
teens," Peacock said. "She said she didn't think AIDS really affected kids from 
Berkshire County. She said I should do presentations on drug education. At 
first, I said 'OK.' Then, I realized that wasn't what I wanted to do at all. We hear 
so many presentations on drugs, no one listens to them anymore." 
She told this to her teachers and her adviser approved a focus on the kinds of 
support networks that are available to people with AIDS. 
Peacock met another obstacle, however, when she offered to teach the same 
kind of AIDS education games to the school's seventh- and eighth-grade 
students that she had been teaching 9-year-olds in Africa. She said the 
activities were deemed inappropriate to school officials because of the sexual 
subject matter. 
"We're just more protected here, I guess," Peacock said. "The kids in Africa 



were so open." 
Peacock traveled to the Dominican Republic in May and to Zambia in July to 
join her older sisters, who are working in AIDS education. Paula and Elizabeth 
Peacock, graduates of Mount Greylock, are earning graduate degrees in health 
and medicine. Alex Peacock said she intends to study pre-medicine at 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, in the fall. 
Peacock said her sisters became interested in AIDS education after losing an 
uncle to the virus. Peacock said she never knew her uncle, but admires the 
work of her sisters. 
Some of the teaching games Peacock helped facilitate used soccer as a tool. 
Children would learn how one's actions have consequences by dribbling a 
soccer ball through a set of cones. If the ball hit one of the cones, the whole 
group would have to do push-ups. Other games used balls with words such as 
"sex" and "AIDS" written on them. A group would toss the balls around and end 
up with one that was different than the one they'd started out with. 
"Some kids think it's funny, but it really does help show there are 
consequences," Peacock said. 
Peacock, a varsity soccer player, said she is finding other ways to raise AIDS 
awareness in North Berkshire without coaching her teammates about the 
negative consequences of unprotected sex. She is putting together slide 
shows and a short film of interviews with people who have a message about 
AIDS. 
She said she is still unsure where and when the presentations will take place 
and who will ultimately be in the film. So far, she has contacted local high 
schools to ask if they would invite a presentation about her experiences in AIDS 
education. She said she will film interviews with her father and her senior 
project mentor, Kareem Khubchandani, assistant director and queer life 
coordinator at the Williams College multicultural center. 
Peacock said she prefers to teach those younger than her. 
"That way, they listen to me more," she said, smiling. "I don't know if people 
around my age will listen because, well, I'm kind of small." 
 

 
 


