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 This Common Secret by Susan Wicklund is the autobiography of a 
part of the life of an Ob/Gyn specialist who dedicated the major part of her 
career to working in the field of women's reproductive health as an abortion 
specialist.  She put her life on the line for the benefit of her patients, for they 
were the ones who brought her comfort. Having had a "botched" abortion 
herself, she made a commitment to so many other women caught up in 
personal turmoil and stress, with no other place to go, by running her own 
abortion clinic. She found the rewarding connection with strangers in need, 
and she acted in tangible ways to help resolve their problems.  Wicklund 
was in imminent danger for many years and carried a 38-caliber revolver 
strapped to her chest to protect herself and her staff from the many out-of-
control “antis” who picketed her clinics, dogged her at airports and 
occasionally barricaded her driveway at home.  
 
 In this book she shares, with incredible clarity, the danger in which 
she and her family lived in order to provide needed services to many 
high-risk women. Her commitment to a valued belief in a woman's right to 
choose when to have a child is both honorable and courageous. Every story 
she relates is compellingly vivid, wrapped in life's ironies and intricacies.  
They demonstrate the author and her colleague’s extraordinary courage and 
determination.  
 
Susan Wicklund is my new hero! She is a role model of how to live the 
congruent life, even if it is potentially dangerous, and to stand up for your 
beliefs. 
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